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Notes

TERRIBLE TO TERRIFIC
Two thousand years ago, the Son of God sat down on the side of a mountain 
and began to teach one of the most beat-down people groups the world has 
ever known. They were oppressed by the Romans, loaded down by their priests, 
and crushed by their home-grown despot king, so bent on retaining power that 
thirty years earlier he’d killed every one of their sons under the age of two on the 
rumor that one of them might take his place. 

Imagine their surprise when Jesus 
opened with these words. “Blessed 
are the poor…”  

Really? How could they be blessed?  
And why, of all things, start with their 
financial position? This is not what 
they had walked miles to hear. They 
were looking for someone to cast 
off their oppressors, restore their 
kingdom, and save the day. Jesus was 
off to a terrible start.

But here’s a news flash for you. Jesus meant for His advice to be terrible. 

Terrible. Webster defines terrible as “strongly repulsive”, but also, “very shocking 
and upsetting” and “formidable in nature.”  The root word is terror, from which 
we get terrific, terrifying, and terrible. And if you want Jesus’ financial advice to 
parallel what we teach in business school, you are looking in a terrible place.  

To be sure, Jesus tells us to be responsible. But he says so much more. “Give to 
everyone who asks”? You’d be broke in a day. “No one can serve … both God and 
money”? Do you even have a choice?  Anyone who has real questions about money 
and listens to Jesus’ financial advice will be left saying: “God, increase my faith.”

So what are we missing? In a word: purpose. Jesus’ purpose, that is. 

Jesus came to this earth for one main purpose: to glorify His Father. To restore a 
true picture of who God is, to the praise and glory of His name. Everything He did 
and everything He said was to show us His Father. We come to Him with our sick 
and our sin, our dying and our dead, and yes, our money problems. And Jesus 
meets us right where we are. He meets our needs and feels our pain. And then 
He redirects us to what we really need: His Father.   

Jesus’ financial advice goes far beyond getting and giving, to every facet of 
living. God continues to increase our faith, we see more and more how He really 
will do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.  

Jesus’ financial advice turns from terrible to terrific as He flips the tables on everything 
we thought we knew about peace, prosperity, and the pursuit of happiness.  

What will you do with Jesus’ terrible financial advice?  ● DISCOVER MORE AT  
WWW.GETTINGRICHRIGHT.COM

dayONE

   Jesus flips the 
tables on everything 
we thought we 
knew about peace, 
prosperity, and the 
pursuit of happiness.  

dayONE READING

JOHN 17:1-5



Notes

WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE 
TO FOLLOW JESUS’ FINANCIAL ADVICE?

I have one rule of theology: “If my theology disagrees with God, one of us 
is wrong, and it is not Him.” So when I set out to write a book about God’s 
perspective on money, I read the Bible, highlighted every passage I could find 
on wealth, and typed it into a Word document. I found over 1,300 passages on 
wealth—112 pages, single spaced, 12-point font. God is anything but silent on 

the topic. 

With Jesus’ teachings on money 
staring me in the face, I couldn’t avoid 
the obvious question. 

Did He really mean it? And what would 
it look like if I did what He said? 

If someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 
… Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants 
to borrow from you (Matthew 5:40, 42).   

If that sounds like terrible financial advice to you on so many levels, you are not 
alone. Obviously, Jesus didn’t grow up in America. We love to sue people! It’s our 
national pastime. 

What could Jesus have in mind by giving us that kind of advice? Can we give 
to the wrong person? Can we give too much? Can we give irresponsibly? What 
about people who have dependents? Should they give to everyone who asks? 
What about my children? And my wife? It’s one thing if I ruin my life, but what 
about theirs?

What would it look like if we took Jesus’ advice to the extreme?    

With Jesus’ words crashing around inside my head, I turned to the cross and saw 
something I’d never seen before. In the order He taught it (Luke 6:27-36), He 
took His teachings to the fullest on the cross (Luke 22:63–23:49). “Turn the other 
cheek”? Jesus was beaten within an inch of His life by the three ruling parties 
of his day. “Let them take your cloak”? The soldiers cast dice for His underwear.  
You can’t go any further than that. And “Forgive them, just as your Father in 
heaven has forgiven you”?  Some of Jesus’ last words were, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.”  At the cross, Jesus took His teachings to 
their fullest extent.  

What would it look like if we followed Jesus’ terrible financial advice? In a worst 
case scenario, we just might end up looking like Him!  ●

dayTWO READING

LUKE 6:27–49
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scenario, we just might 
end up looking like him!  



Notes

GOD VERSUS MONEY: MATTHEW 6:24

Of all the terrible and terrifying things Jesus said about money, there is one verse 
that rises above them all. “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the 
one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and money” (Matthew 6:24). 

So, what is Jesus’ hang-up with money? And why can’t we love them both?

Certainly the foundation of every 
Christian’s life is to love God with all 
of our heart, soul, mind, and strength 
(see Mark 12:30), not because we’re 
so great, but because He is. God 
loved us first, and loves us best. God’s 
love is amazing. Nothing shakes our 
conviction there. Where Jesus gets us 
is the part about hating money. 

This confused me as well, until I read the prophet Jeremiah one day. He pointed 
out the many grievances God had against His people, from their mistreatment 
of the poor, fatherless, and widows, to their greed, fatness, and self-indulgence. 
However, I saw that one sin rose far above them all. The sin of idolatry. That sin 
caused God to pour out a double-measure of His wrath. 

Why? Because idols steal God’s glory. 

Before the dawn of the universe, the holy, all-wise, all-loving, all-powerful, infinite, 
just, and merciful God chose to give us life and call us to Himself. But as God 
waits patiently to receive our awe, wonder, and appreciation for all He is and 
does, an idol steps in to accept our applause. Like an insidious illusionist, the idol 
misdirects our attention to itself. 

As a fake god, Money’s only power is imitation. It falsely promises to give you the 
world, even though the world isn’t the idol’s to give. The false master that Money 
imitates is the true master, God, by appealing to the same motivations. That is, 
Money wants us to love it or fear it. Either one will do; both would be even better.

But it is our Father who has our back. Always has. Always will. 

As we look at God and Money in this new light, as competing masters vying for 
our hearts, it becomes clear that Jesus means just what He says. You cannot love 
them both. You cannot fear them both. You must choose whom you’re going to 
serve. And who gets the glory.  ●

dayTHREE READING

JEREMIAH 16:10-18
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   You must choose 
whom you’re going to 
serve. And who gets 
the glory.  



Notes

THE WRONG GOOD THING

Few biblical passages terrify people living in a first-world country more than 
Jesus’ encounter with the rich young ruler on a quest for eternal life.  When 
Jesus tells him to give everything to the poor, the rich man goes away sad. And 
we wonder if He demands the same thing from us. Try as we might, no one can 
forget Jesus’ mother of all metaphors: “It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.”  

By every account, Jesus’ disciples 
were “greatly astonished” (Matthew 
19:25) and “amazed” (Mark 10:24) 
at His words. Who could be more 
deserving of eternal life than this 
wealthy, ruling, commandment-
obeying young man? He was the 
Israelite version of the American 
Dream. They asked each other, “Who 
then can be saved?” (Mark 10:26).  

Don’t wrongly conclude that this encounter is about the money, and go away 
thinking that rich people can’t make it, but poor people can. Jesus never says 
this. He clearly answers His disciples, “With man this is impossible, but not with 
God; all things are possible with God.”

In fact, the rich young man was looking for the wrong “good” thing from the 
outset, and Jesus wasn’t going to waste the opportunity to let him know that his 
search was misguided. We miss this, too, because we’re looking for the same 
wrong thing. Eternal life. 

We want to get to heaven. Great destination, especially when we’ve considered 
the alternative. 

But if we’re seeking heaven because our life here is so good that we don’t want 
it to end, or simply because we don’t want to go to hell, we’ve missed the point. 
We’ve made the same mistake this young man made. 

So doing what Jesus always did, he redirected the young man to the right thing. 
He redirected the young man to God. Jesus clarifies that no one is good but 
God Himself. 

Why? Because the young man, in his quest for eternal life, assumed that eternal 
life in and of itself was the good thing. 

And he was wrong.

Whereas Jesus knows the truth. Anything other than God is the wrong “good” thing.

What makes eternal life good isn’t the length. It’s the company. God Himself 
is what is good about heaven. The gold streets, the many rooms, and the no 
departure date are all blessings, but they aren’t the highlight. He is.  ●

dayFOUR READING

MARK 10:17-31
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   Jesus clarifies that 
no one is good but God 
Himself. Anything other 
than God is the wrong 
“good” thing.  



Notes

WEALTH AND DECEPTION

Because the number one theme related to wealth in the Bible is that it is a 
blessing from God, it is easy to conclude that we should pursue it. What is wealth, 
after all? A tool! So why not get the biggest and best tool possible?

But in doing so, we fall prey to the deceitfulness of wealth, the second most 
common theme related to wealth in the Bible. Jesus warns us that “the 
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the 

Word, making it unfruitful.” A blessing 
turns into a curse whenever we set 
our hearts on wealth instead of Him. 
So we are deceived.  

James, the brother of Jesus, explains 
that we can either deceive ourselves, 
or be deceived by another. Both end 
in death. This has gone on since the 
creation of the world, when Eve chose 
the forbidden fruit over obedience to 
God. Yes, the serpent deceived her, 

but she also deceived herself. She trusted in her senses (the “fruit of the tree 
was good for food and pleasing to the eye”), and she trusted in her intellect, or 
reason (“and also desirable for gaining wisdom”), instead of trusting God. So she 
was deceived. 

At the heart of every deception lies a key principle. This is what I call the “Great 
Deception”: the belief that we have a better plan for our lives than God does.

Whenever we conclude that the plans we have for our lives are better than the 
plans He has for us, or that the gifts we have for ourselves are better than His 
gifts, the false master Money steps up. 

In a certain sense, money offers you even more than God does. There are certain 
things you can buy that God just won’t give you, like a mistress, or revenge, or 
anything else that goes against who He is. Things that aren’t kind, just, or right. 

Let me be clear that there is a huge difference between offering more and 
delivering more. Much like what Satan offered when he tried to tempt Jesus: 
“All this I will give you if you will bow down and worship me” (Matthew 4:9), 
Satan offers what he cannot give. In truth, it wasn’t his to give. But he offered it 
just the same. 

Truth is the antidote to deception. Our Father promises that He is the giver of 
“every good and perfect gift” (James 1:17). When we choose to trust anyone, even 
ourselves, in place of God, we are deceived. Who will you trust?  ●

dayFIVE READING

MARK 4:13-20

ALSO 
JAMES 1:16-22
GENESIS 3:1-6
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   When we choose 
to trust anyone, even 
ourselves, in place of 
God, we are deceived. 
Who will you trust?  



Notes

THE WISDOM–WEALTH CONNECTION

So many factors impact whether a person is rich or poor. Birth, fortune and 
misfortune, justice and injustice, blessings and curses, good choices and bad. So 
it may seem surprisingly harsh to you when Jesus, in the parable of the talents, 
calls out the man who buried the money he was entrusted with as a “wicked, lazy 
servant.” And his follow up judgment is even more extreme. “For whoever has 
will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what they have will be taken from them” (Matthew 25:29). But in fact, in this 

parable, Jesus calls attention to the 
biggest themes connecting wisdom 
to wealth in the book of Proverbs. 
And that He holds each servant 
accountable for the treasures to which 
they have been entrusted.  

Far and away the most frequent 
wisdom-wealth theme in all of 
Proverbs is simply to do something. 
Diligence over sloth. The number 
one way to gain wealth is to simply 
get up and get going. “Diligent hands 

bring wealth” (10:4), and “All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to 
poverty” (14.23). Nothing drives this concept home like Solomon’s word pictures: 
“As a door turns on its hinges, so a sluggard turns on his bed” (26:14). And, “The 
sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth” 
(26:15). Do something.

Second, do it right. Righteousness over wickedness. The Proverbs tell us that 
“prosperity is the reward of the righteous” (13:21), but “the man of perverse heart 
does not prosper” (17:20). Dishonest money is illusory. It dwindles away (13:11), has 
no value (10:2), brings the wicked punishment (10:16), and is worthless in the day 
of wrath (11:4).

So do something and do it right. Act honestly, diligently, without oppression, 
exploitation, hoarding, fraud, or greed. When we understand what the Bible really 
says about wealth, the justice of Jesus’ judgment of the “wicked, lazy servant” 
makes complete sense. We gain a heart of wisdom. And it is wisdom, not wealth, 
that really matters. Solomon, author of much of the Wisdom Literature, instructs 
us to choose wisdom over wealth. “Get wisdom: though it costs all you have” 
(4:7). Wisdom has this advantage over wealth—it protects the life of its possessor 
(Ecclesiastes 7:12).  

Ultimately, we should choose wisdom over wealth, because wealth is the 
lesser blessing.  ●

daySIX READING

MATTHEW 25:14-29

ALSO 
PROVERBS 10:4; 

14:23; 26:15; 26:14; 
13:21; 17:20; 13:11; 

10:2; 10:16; 11:4; 4:7
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Notes

DEBT

Debt is a notorious hope-sucker. Simply put, debt puts a dollar sign on how much 
of your future you spent in the past.

This is why Christian financial planners spend so much time telling you to get out 
of debt.   

But here is a huge “news flash” for you: With over 1,300 passage on wealth, the 
Bible is virtually silent on debt, at least to the borrower. Only ½ of one proverb 

tells us, “… the borrower is slave to the 
lender” (Proverbs 22:7). Since no one 
wants to be a slave, enough said.  

The Bible, however, has considerably 
more to say to the lender, such as 
those whom have been entrusted 
with money are instructed to use it 
mercifully. Nothing drives this home 
like Jesus’ parable about the servant 
who, after being forgiven a fortune 
by the king, fails to pass that same 
mercy on to another servant. Instead, 

he chokes him and throws him into prison for a relatively minor debt (Matthew 
18:21-25). Jesus tells this parable to Peter, who like us, probably thought he was 
being surprisingly generous by offering to forgive his brother up to seven times. 
But Jesus makes it very clear that this is just the start. Jesus’ teaching echoes 
many other encounters people had with him, like the woman who, having lived a 
life of sin, came to him at a Pharisee’s house and wet his feet with her tears, then 
kissed them and wiped them with her hair (Luke 7:36-48). Her response to Jesus 
was the exact opposite of the inhospitable Pharisee, who offered no welcome to 
his guest. Why? Because the one who has been forgiven little loves little. But the 
one who has been forgiven much loves much. 

Where does that leave us? Christians should be the most merciful people on 
the planet!

So what if you’re one of the millions of people who are trapped by debt? I have 
great news for you. God, not money, is still your master.  

Money might dictate when you serve, or where you serve, but it can never 
dictate who you serve. 

Whatever your financial position, find comfort in this: “…the Lord will reward 
everyone for whatever good they do, whether … slave or free” (Ephesians 6:8).  ●

daySEVEN READING

MATTHEW 18:21-35
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or where you serve, 
but it can never dictate 
who you serve.  



Notes

THE GIVING PARADOX

It is impossible to love without giving. Jesus said, “Greater love has no man than 
this, that he give up his life for his friends” (John 15:13). And on the same night, he 
humbly gave the greatest gift humanly possible. Likewise, God the Father gave 
the greatest gift heavenly possible, when “he gave his one and only Son” (John 
3:16), silencing His critics who might otherwise claim that any gift from God was of 
no cost at all, as He could just make more. 

So great loving begins with great giving. 

However, we must be careful how 
we give. Because great giving is 
not necessarily great loving. Paul 
warned, “If I give all I possess to 
the poor, and surrender my body to 
the flames, but have not love, I am 
nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:3).  

Solomon warned, “people are tested by their praise” (Proverbs 27:21).  

Are you giving out of love? Or are you on a quest for praise? 

Jesus knew the hypocrisy that surrounds giving, and warned us not to do it for 
show. “When you give to the poor, do not let your right hand know what your left 
hand is doing” (Matthew 6:3). 

From the Scriptures, I see three clear reasons that God calls us to give: (1) to 
know Him better, (2) to set us free from Money as a master, and (3) to enrich us. 

In truth, God is a real giver. He delights to “exercises kindness, justice, and 
righteousness on earth” (Jeremiah 9:24). When we give what is kind, just, or right, 
we reflect our Father, and know him better. 

Giving sets us free from the false master Money. We are a slave to whatever 
has mastered us. So when we misplace our love or fear by placing it in money, it 
enslaves us. When we give, we physically trade the promises offered by money 
for the promises offered by God. It is God who provides for us, and he deserves 
the glory. 

Finally, Jesus commands us to give to enrich us, not impoverish us. It really is 
“more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Everyone dies, and nobody 
takes it with them. But we can send it on ahead, as Jesus demonstrated to giving 
to everyone who asked Him, and undeniably has the richest welcome in heaven.  
But do we believe this promise? If we truly believed Him, wouldn’t we be trying 
harder to give than to get? 

God is the real giver. May we reflect Him when we give. To God be the glory!  ●

dayEIGHT READING

JEREMIAH 9:23-24

ALSO 
JOHN 3:16; 15:13 
MATTHEW 6:2-4 
PROVERBS 27:21

1 CORINTHIANS 13:3
ACTS 20:35
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   Great loving begins 
with great giving.  
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